
SI. No. 

CC3 

CC4 

GE-2 

AECC-2 

Vidyasagar University 

Curriculum for B.A. Honours in Sanskrit 
[Choice Based Credit System] 

Semester-II 

Name of the 
Teaching Scheme 

Subject 
Nature Code in hour ver week 

L T p 
Critical Survey of 

Core Course-3 5 1 0 
Sanskrit Literature 
Self Management Core Course-4 

5 1 0 
in the Gita 

TBD GE 

Environmental 
AECC 

Studies 

Credit 

6 

6 

4/5 
2/1 

4 

Total Credits = 22 

L=Lecture, T=Tutorial, P=Practical. AECC- Ability Enhancement Compulsory Course. 

CC= Core Course, TBD = To be decided, 

Interdisciplinary/Generic Elective (GE) from other Department. Each paper will be of 6 
credits. 
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Semester-II 

List of Core Courses and Electives 

Core Courses (CC) 

CC-3: Critical Survey of Sanskrit Literature 
CC-4: Self Management in the Gita 

Generic Electives (GE) 
[Interdisciplinary for other Department] 

GE-2: Indian Culture and Social Issues 
Or 
GE-2: Sanskrit and other Modern Indian Languages 
Or 
GE-2: Indian Epigraphy & Paleography 
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CC-3: Critical Survey of Sanskrit Literature 

CC3T: Critical Survey of Sanskrit Literature 

Course Content: 

Section 'A' 

Section 'B' 

Section 'C' 

Section 'D' 

Section 'E' 

Vedic Literature 

Ramayal}a 

Mahabharata 

PuraJ]aS 

General Introduction to VyakaraJ]a, Darsana 
and Sahitvasastra 

Unit-Wise Division: 

Unit: I 

Unit: II 

Unit: I 

Unit: II 

Section 'A' 
Vedic Literature 

Samhita (R.k, Yajul:,, Sama, Atharva) time, 
subject- matter, religion & Philosophy, social life 
Brahma,:ia, Ara,:iyaka, Upani$ad, Vedanga (Brief 
Introduction) 

Section 'B' 
Ramaya1,1a 

Ramaya,:ia-time, subject-matter, Ramaya,:za as an 
Adikavya. 
Ramaya,:ia as a Source Text and its Cultural 
Importance. 

Section 'C' 
Mahabharata 

Credits 06 
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Unit: I 

Unit:II 

Unit: I 

Unit: II 

Mahabharata and its Time, Development, and 
subject matter 
Mahiibhiirata : Encyclopaedic nature, as a 
Source, Text, Cultural Importance. 

Section 'D' 
Pural}as 

PurarJas : Subject matter, Characteristics 

Pura1Jas Social, Cultural and Historical 
Importance 

Section 'E' 
General Introduction to VyakaraI.J.a, Darsana and 

Sahityasastra 

Unit-I 

Unit-II 

Unit-III 

General Introduction to Vyakaral)a- Brief 
History of Vyakara1Jasastra 
General Introduction to Darsana-Major schools 
ofindian Philosophy Carvaka, Bauddha, Jaina, 
Sankhya-yoga, Nyaya-Vaisesika, Purva
mimarhsa and Uttara mI111a1i1sa. 
General Introduction to Poetics- Six major 
Schools of Indian Poetics-Rasa, Alari1kara, 
Riti. Dhvani,Vakrokti and Aucitya. 

[DJ Suggested Books/Rea'dings: 

1. ~;J1Til,1Wf, UFf<f~tj)f~, ~fR<CT~, ctl<JUlffl, 

2. ~;JITii,wr, oo~am:~. ct1<101m 

3. ~ ~. UFf<f ~ tj1f ~. u,;rprr;fi <F~. ;;n-~. 
4. ;Jlf[~icg~plfffi, UFf<f~tj)f~, ~mw~. ct1<101m. 

5. UITTct"m~, UFf<f~tj)f~~. fctsgfc1il1W.J )fcl)f~R, ql(IUlffl 

6. A.B. Keith, History a/Sanskrit Literature, also Hindi translation, MLBD, Delhi. 

(~ ~. ~ wm, illdli.11<.1 61iil(m~lfl,~). 

7. M. Krishnamachariar, History of Classical Sanskrit Literature, MLBD, Delhi. 
8. Gaurinath Shastri, A Concise History of Sanskrit Literature, MLBD, Delhi. 
9. Maurice Wintemitz, Indian Literature (Vol. I-III), also Hindi Translation, MLBD, 

Delhi. 

.. 

. . 
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CC-4: Self Management in the Gita 

CC4T: Self Management in the Gita 

Course Content: 

Section.' A' Gita: Cognitive and emotive apparatus 

Section 'B' GIHI: Controlling the mind 

Section 'C' Gitl'i: Self management through devotion 

Unit-Wisc Division: 

Unit: I 

Unit: I 

Unit: II 

Section 'A' 
Gita: Cognitive and emotive apparatus 

Hierarchy of indriya. manas. buddhi and atman 
111.42; xv. 7 

Role of the atman -XV. 7: XV.9 

Mind as a product of prakrti VI 1.4 

Properties of three gu1)as and their impact on the 
mind-XIII. 5-6; XIV.5-8, 11-13; XIV.17 

Section 'B' 
Gita: Controlling the mind 

Confusion and conflict 

Nature of conflict I. I; IV .16; 1.45; II.6 

Causal factors - Ignorance - II.41; Indriya - II.60, 
Mind - 11.67; Rajogu,:za - III.36-39; XVI.21; 
Weakness of mind- 11.3: IV.5 

Means of contro 11 ing the mind 

Credits 06 
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Unit: Ill 

Unit: I 

'Vleditatic;;1-d({fic11lties · V!J:t<\5; procedure 
Vi.Ii-!·! 

" Balanced lite- lll.8; VI. I/)·! 7 

Diet control- XVII. 8-10 

Physical and mental discipline - XVII. 14-19, Vl. 
36. 

, Means of con tlict resolution 
Importance of knowledge - II. 52; IV.38-39; 
IV.42 

Clarity of huddhi - XVIIl.30-32 

Process of decision making - XV!Il.63 

Control over senses -11.59, 64 

Surrender of kartrbhava -XVlll .13-16; V.8-9 

Desirelessness- II.48; II.55 

Put1 ing others before self- IT 1.25 

Section 'C' 
Grta: Self management through devotion 

Surrender of ego - II.7 ; ,IX.27; VIII. 7; XI.55 ; 
Il.4 7 
Abandoning frivolous debates - VII.21, IV. I I;· 
IX.26 

Acquisition of moral qualities - XII. I I; XII.13-19 

t<cco mm c n dcct·nooks/Readings: 

I. rfi1-1~<1<·-1ef'lai - li'~fJ:?.. rl fP fi:l Jl 1• a 'L?ol'~Jl ftl th rr· :r.:,-,.-A--(f.R'r) ~", 1 m'Jia i1 "'1 om lffit,n1nP, 

2. 9.fl 1-1,$,_ll c~ <(1r11, &l l@<-11 ofi I<. - 1-l<l r! 141~ rJ 

i:U((OIW, 1994. 

3f"1"i:m1 I *11 © k:j I m:cpr 'Xfi'l-g-r-;1. 

J. ,..fll-l,$._llc{i_hi! - ti:ffo U~l~GOF'( ~ ~ cfiT f%_ .. Jj- 3fT'!Tc!', rr"'fr:rF·\ ;1_ 1rs 

~-.~.1969. 
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4. s,ft1-q,,•1i:i,ihm:~1?1 ~ <t>i-fl!l•l~mif - 611<1•l~•IIITT ~. ~ ffi~R, 

~.2008. 
5. Srimadbhagavadgita - English commentary by Jayadayal Goyandka, 

TattvavivecinI Gita Press, Gorakhpur, 1997. 
6. Srimadbhagavadgitarahasya - The Hindu Philosophy of Life, Ethics and 

or Karmayogasastra Religion, Original Sanskrit Stanzas with English 
Translation, Bal Gangadhar Tilak & Balchandra Sitaram Sukthankar, 

J.S.Tilak & S.S.Tilak, 1965. 
7. Srimadbhagavadgita - A Guide to Daily Living, English translation and notes 

by Pushpa Anand, Arpana Publications, 2000. 
8. Srimadbhagavadgita - The Scripture of Mankind, text in Devanagari with 

transliteration in English and notes by Swami Tapasyananda, Sri Ramakrishna 
Math, 1984. 

9. Chinmayananda - The Art of Man Making (114 short talks on the
Bhagavadgita), Central Chinmaya Mission Trust, Bombay, 1991. 

10. Panchamukhi, V.R.- Managing One-Self (SrimadbhagavadgTta : Theory and 
Practice), R.S. Panchamukhi Indological Research Centre, New Delhi & 
Amar Grantha Publications, Delhi, 2001. 

11. Sri Aurobindo - Essays on the Gita, Sri Aurobindo Ashram, 
a. Pondicherry,1987. 

12. Srinivasan, N.K. - Essence of Srimadbhagavadgita : Health & Fitness 
(commentary on selected verses), Pustak Mahal, Delhi, 2006. 

~ 

-~ 
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GE-2: Indian Culture and Social Issues 

GE2T: Indian Culture and Social Issues 

Course Content: 

Section 'A· Culture in a multi-cultural society 

Sct·lion • B' Cultural roots of India 

Unit-Wise Division: 

Section 'A' 
Understanding Culture 

I. What at is culture? Culture and Civilization 
Unit: l 2. What is 'Indian' culture? 

3. Culture in a multi-cultural society 

l. Vedic sabhyata 
2. Sindhu sabhyata 

Unit: II 3. Sanskrit in lndo-lslamic tradition -
(Proceedings of the Sagar University 
seminar on 'Islam ka Sanskrit parampara 
ko yogadana') 

I. Pandavani, 
2. Versions of the Rama legend in Sanskrit 

literature - ValmTki's Ramaya1Ja, Bhasa's 
Pratima natakam. Bhavabhuti's Uttarama 
caritam, Raghuva1hsam of Kalidasa, 
Somadeva 's Kathasaritsagara, Ramaya1,1a 
111ai1jari of Rajasekhara etc. 

Unit: III 3. I~itusa1hhara in folk music 
4. Sanskrit themes in traditional dance forms 

in Kerela 
5. Yak$agan 
6. GTtagovinda and Odissi 
7 Major agricultural and seasonal festivals of 

India and the Indian calendar- Bihu, Holi, 
Po1ilgal, Makar Sari1krantT, Lohari, 01Jam, 
Baisakhi, SravanT Purnirna 

Credits 06 
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·, 

Uni!: I 

Unit: II 

Unit: Ill 

Unit IV 

Section 'B' 
Social Issues 

! ,aw and change -- Dharma as an ever evolving 
phenomenon 
,tianusmr/1. Chapter 2. verses 6 and 12 with the 
COl11111Clltary of Medh,Hith i : 
Lingat, Robert : Classicul low 1!f"!ndia, Chapter I. 
pp 3-7; tradition - pp 9-14 ; 

. good customs - 14-1 7. 
Mathur, A.D. : Medieval Hindii Law, Chapter I, pp 
1-8 
Caste - Voices of challenge 
Traditional van:ia hierarchy 
v ajrasucf by Asvaghosa 
fdentity of women 6 hrs. 
DraupadT's question- Mahabharata, Sabha Parva 
•·· Dy1lta Pw·va (.wnskl'itdocumenfs. org) 
Chapter 66 - Duryodhana asks DraupadT to be 
·brought to the court I: Vidura's protest 2, 4: 
Chapter 67 - Dmyodhana asks PratikamT to fetch 
Draupacli' 2; Draupadi's refusal and question 5- l 0, 
16; Yudhi$thira's response 39-41 ; Bhi'$rna's 
response 47-49; Draupadi's Rejoinder 50-52; 
VikanJa's statement, chapter 68, verses 12-17 
Kan~a to Vikan;1a-- 27-3 I, 35. 
Struggle to secure women's right to property 8 
hrs. Yiijnavalkya Smrti, Vyavaharadhyiiya: Verse 
135 with Vijfianesvara's commentary (section on 
p_atn]l 

I DI Recommended Books/Readings: 

l. ~r.:rri:r~.~~*~ 
2. li'~mf<r~ai<fiii:(41, mm~t11B1Di<fi~~B"f~~, 1976 

3. r.rrr:hf (1 "1 isl 41, ~ ~. ',:fl© kl I fcrcrr 'W-frf 

4.~~.~~. 
s. m~m JJ:. 'i1. ~~ mnr 
(). Basham A.L.. Wonder that was India 
7 Bharadwaj, Ramesh: Vajrasucfof Asvagho$a (VanJa-Jati through the Ages,. 

Vidyanidhi, Delhi 
8. · Gharpure, J .R .. Teaching of Dharmasastra, Lucknow University, 1956, pp. 1 -2 'i. 
9 Lingal Robert, Classical Hindu Law, 
!O. rvtajumdar R.C., History and Culture of the Indian People. Volume l(Vcdil' i\,!_t:\, 

[3harti:va Vidya Bhawan, Mumbai, 
_____ J_. :vt,:!_!.!_I:~~ U .. Medieval HinduLaw. ()xfo_r~ __ l!.!!!Y9'~sity Press, New Delhi ~tHi<:. 
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,.. . 

Sharma [3;-a_i ·Narain, Social Life in Northern India, 1'-~nv Delhi. 1966 

: 3. Shanna Brijendra Nath, Social and Cultural History of Northern lndia, New Delhi. 
l 972 

I 4. Sharma, S.L., Smrtis, A Philosophical Study, Eastern Book Linkers, Delhi, 20 lJ. 
pp. 62-74. 

I 'i Pmuiev Raj Bali: Hindu Sanskara. (English) Delhi, 2'"' Revised Edition 1969. 
Reprinred J 991 

! (,. l'rnbhu. P.H .. Hindu Social Organisation. Popular Prakashan. Mumbai. 1998. pp 
2j7-:?83. 

i 7. Rama Krishna Mission. The Cultural lleritagc of India, Calcutta 
18. YadaY L3.N. S .• Society and Culture in Northern India. Allahabad, 1973 
19. l3asham i\.L.. Wonder that was India 
20. Gharpure. J. R .. Teaching of Dharrnasastra, Lucknow University, 1956, pp. I<' 5. 
21. Lingat Robert, Clas.ska! Hindu Law, 
22. rvlajumdar R.C., History and Culture oCthc Indian People, Volume !(Vedic :\gc). 

Bhartiya Vidya Bhawan, Mumbai, 
23. Mathur A.O., Medieval Hindu Law, Oxford University Press, New Delhi 200h 
24. Sharma Braj Narain, Social Life in Northern India, New Delhi, 1966 
25. Sharma Brijendra Nath, Social and Cultural History of Northern India, New Delhi, 

1972 
26. Sharma, S.L., Smrtis, A Philosophical Study, Eastern Book Linkers, Delhi, 20 l 3. 

pp. 62-74. 
27. Pandey Raj Bali: Hindu Sanskara, (English) Delhi, 211

d Revised Edition 1969, 
Reprinted 1991 

28. Prabhu, P.H., Hindu Social Organisation, Popular Prakashan, Mumbai, 1998. pp . 
. 257-283. 

29. Rama Krishna Mission, The Cultural Heritage of India, Calcutta 
JO. Yndav 8._N. S._. .. ~~~ie.ty ~nd_~ultur~ !n Nortl:e.~·n_I_n~.i~_.__All~habad~I}?}. __ 
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Or 

GE-2: Sanskrit and other Modern Indian Languages 

GE2T: Sanskrit and other Modern Indian Languages 

Course Content: 

Section 'A' Indo-Arynn Languages 

Section 'B' Philology 

Section 'C' Litcra turc 

Unit-Wisc Division: 

Unit: I 

Unit: I 

Unit: II 

llnit: Ill 

Unit: I 

lJ nit: II 

Section 'A' 
Indo-Aryan Languages 

Stages of Indo-Aryan - Old Indo-Aryan, Middle 
lndo-Aryan Stages of development in the present 
day 

Section 'B' 
Philology 

Phonetics of Sanskrit and other Modern Indian 
Languages 
Morphology of Sanskrit and other Modern Indian 
Languages 
Syntax of Sanskrit and other Modern Indian 
Languages 

Section 'C' 
Li tern tu re 

Sanskrit as a source of Modern Indian Literature 

Vernacular Languages as a source of enrichment 
of Sanskrit 

fDI Recommended Books/Readings: 

i. Beames, John, A Compartive Grammar of the Modern Aryan Languages of India. 

.., Munshiram Manoharlai, Delhi, 1970. 
Cardona, Geoge and Jain Dhanesh {Ed.), The Jndo-Aryan Languages, Rotttieclge 
Language Family Series, London, 2003 . 

. 1 Clrntte1:ji, Suniti Kumar, Jndo-Aryan and Hindi, Gujarat Vernacutar Society. 
Ahemdabad, l 942. 

I. Chatte1:ii, Suniti Kumar. Origin and Development of the Bangali L,111µunge. 
Calcutta University Press Calcutta. I 926. 

Credits 06 
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5 .. Turner, R. L., [ndo-Aryan Linguistics, Diksha Publication, Delhi, 1985. 
6. Coldwell. Robert, A comparative Grammar uf Dravidian or South Indian Family 

of Languages. (31
d revised edn.) Munshiram Manoharlal, Delhi, 1970 

7. ri~r~, 'lrf'CT'ft"lf B~, >l'11l<TrnRR, ~<-~, 1987 
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Or 

GE-2: Indian Epigraphy & Paleography 

GE-2: Indian Epigraphy & Paleography 

Course Contents: 

Section 'A' 
Study of selected Inscriptions 

Section 'B' 
Indian Palaeography 

Section 'C' 
Brahmi script and history of the study of Indian Epigraphy 

Section 'A' 
Study of selected Inscriptions 

Unit: I: 1. Asokan edicts & moral values: 

a) Samaja b) Susriisa c) Cikitsa d) Stryadhyak~amahamatra 

2. Dhamma - according to Asoka 

3. Asokan edicts administrative Officers 

a) rajjuka b) Yukta c) dharma- mahamatra 

Credits 06 

4. Welfare state: repair of dam, mati-saciva, karma-saciva in Junagadh Inscription 
of Rudradaman 

Unit: II 1. Eran Pillar Inscription: 

Status of Samudragupta 

2. Meharauli Iron Pillar Inscription of Candra: 

• Reaction of sub-ordinate rulers after the death of Samudragupta 
• Mighty Candragupta (II) 

3. Influence of the Cahmana ruler, Vi:saladeva as depicted in the Delhi-Topra 
Pillar Inscription 
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Unit: I 

Unit: II 

Unit: I 

Unit: I 

Section 'B' 
Indian Palaeography 

I. Antiquity of writing in India 

a) Observations from foreign scholars 
b) Literary evidences 
c) Observations made by Indian Epigraphists. 

2. Importance of the study of Inscriptions. 

a) Geographical description b) Historical evidences c) Society d) Religion 

e) Literature f) Economic Conditions g) Administration 

I. Types of Inscriptions: 

a) Prasasti b) Religious c) Donations d) Grants 

2. Writing material: 

a) Rocks b) Pillars c) Metal Plates d) Statues e) Pen, Brush, Chisel, Stylus, 

Paint/Colour 

Section 'C' 
BrahmI script and history of study of Indian Epigraphy 

I. Origin of the BrahmT Script 

a) Foreign Origin b) Indian Origin 
a. I. Greek origin a.2. Phoenician origin 
b. l. Theory of South Indian Origin b.2. Theory of Aryan 
Origin. 

2. Development of the script upto 700 A.D. 

3. Varieties of the BrahmT script. 

I. History of reading of Indian Inscriptions. 

2. Contribution ofEpigraphists: G.H. Ojha, Fleet, Princep, D.C. Sircar, 
Cunningham, Buhler. 
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Unit: II 

3. System of dating and use of eras: Vikram Era, Saka Era, Gupta Era, Harsa Era. 

Ethics: Karma & Punarjanma theory, Liberation 

Recommended Readings: 

1. Bhandarkar, D.R., Asoka (Hindi) 
2. Buhler, G, On the origin of the Indian alphabet & numerals. 
3. Dani, A. H, Indian Paleography 
4. Ojha, G. H, Bharafiya Prac'tna Lipimala (Hindi) 
5. Pandey, R.B, Asoka ke Abhilekha (Hindi), Bharafiya Puralipi (Hindi) 
6. Rana, S.S., Bharafiya Abhilekha 
7. Sircar, D.C., Indian Epigraphy 
8. K.D. Bajpeyi (trans.), Indian Epigraphy, - Bharafiya Puralipi) 
9. Select Inscriptions (Part - I) 
I 0. Upadhyay, V., Praci:na Bharafiya Abhilekha (Hindi) 
11. Thapar, Romila, Asoka tatha Maurya Samrajya Ka Patana (Hindi) 
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